
 

The CUE Writer’s Bursary  
Guidelines, Application, and FAQ 

 

 
 
 
WHAT IS CUE?  
 
CUE is a radical arts initiative dedicated to supporting Toronto’s new-generation 
underground artists. We are an independently juried micro-granting body that provides 
financial assistance and career mentorship to young artists in the GTA living and working 
on the margins. Throughout history there has always been, and will always be, high 
quality art being produced within the margins of society. Because of systemic inequities 
and differences in cultural values, this work is often created by artists who do not, or 
cannot, navigate those granting bodies and services available to support the general 
artistic community. This is why CUE Grants exist, to offer support to young, talented, 
marginalized artists who might not otherwise receive that support.   
 
The CUE Writer’s Bursary is a $500 grant intended to provide sustenance and basic 
living support to emerging writers wishing to complete a short literary project. In 
addition, bursary recipients will gain access to professional creative writing mentorship 
with an established writer. In this time, recipients will receive editorial support, creative 
consultation, and career coaching to assist in professional development.  
 
All recipients of a CUE Writer’s Bursary are expected to complete and submit projects to 
CUE by the given deadline. 
 
 

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
 
We look for clear, well-planned proposals from talented writers with some 
demonstrated ability to follow projects through to their end. We look for strong, 
compelling, risk-taking support material (samples of past work), and are interested in 
supporting cutting-edge, boundary-pushing work of high artistic merit in any literary 
genre, including poetry, fiction, literary non-fiction, personal essays, memoir, stage or 
radio drama, and intersectional or genre-defying literature.  
 
 
 



ELIGIBILITY 
 
The CUE Writer’s Bursary is for emerging writers who:  
 

- Are between the ages of 15 and 29 
 

- Have not received funding from any level of Arts Council in Canada (Toronto Arts 
Council, Ontario Arts Council, or Canada Council for the Arts) 

 
- Have not yet published in book form with a professional publishing body. 

Publications in periodicals, anthologies and zines, however, are permissible.  
 

- Have conceived of and articulated an idea for a literary project, or segment of a 
literary project, that can be completed within 3 months 
 

- Have demonstrated a history of quality literary writing, as demonstrated in their 
support material  
 

- Have faced barriers to arts funding, publication, and/or professional support 
opportunities, and self-identify as marginalized  
 

- Are willing to attend necessary meetings 
 

- Are willing to submit a final report in writing  
 

- Are willing to be interviewed on video 
  

 
 

INELIGIBILE PROJECTS 
 
We will not be considering graphic literature or comics, nor writing which is not 
intended to be consumed as art or literature (i.e. cook books, joke books, calendars, 
etc.)  
 
Artists who have been previously supported by CUE and who have not yet submitted 
final reports are not eligible to apply until documentation has been received and 
processed. If you have not yet submitted a final report, please do so immediately, or 
contact Benjamin Hackman, Literary Arts Coordinator, to make alternate arrangements: 
CueLitGrants@gmail.com 
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HOW ARE DECISIONS MADE?  
 

A peer jury of young writers and arts professionals working within the community will 
evaluate proposals based on: 
 
Literary merit: proposal and support material  
 

Viability: CV/resume and reasonable goals set forth in the proposal  
 
 

USE OF FUNDS 
 
The CUE Writer’s Bursary is intended to provide sustenance to writers throughout the 
completion of literary projects. Assistance with budgeting and money management will 
be provided by request.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         APPLICATION 
 
Before beginning this application, please take the necessary time to familiarize yourself 
with the Cue Writer’s Bursary guidelines. If you are unsure about anything, please 
consult the FAQ or contact Benjamin Hackman, Literary Arts Coordinator. Benjamin is 
available to support you every step of the way if you have any concerns regarding the 
application process: CueLitGrants@gmail.com 
 
All applications must include the following:  
 
 Project proposal (3 pages maximum, single spaced)  
 

 Up to 10 pages of support material in 12 point font, double spaced (NOTE: applicants 
writing in poetry may submit their work as single spaced).  
 

 

Please create your own document. (3 pages max.) 
 
Name (full legal name):  
 
Contact info (email, phone):  
 
Project working title (NOTE: you may change this at a later time):  
 
Genre (poetry, novella, etc.): 

 
Please answer all questions in your written proposal:  
 
1. Summarize and describe your proposed project.  
 
2. Tell us about your history as a writer  
 
3. What are your goals for this work after it’s complete?  
 
4. What type of support would you want from your literary mentor throughout the 
completion of your project? (For example: conceptual and developmental mentorship? 
Grammatical and stylistic editing? Publishing support?)  
 
5. In what way do you identify as a marginalized writer? 
 
*Optional*  
6. What barriers do you feel you may have to navigate in order to successfully 
complete this project? (For example: Do you have court dates? Unstable housing? Do 
you need help managing money?)  



 
NOTE: Applicants will not be judged or penalized under any circumstances for whatever 
barriers they may experience. Applications are confidential. We provide question #6 so 
we can be informed as to how we can best support the writers with whom we work. 
We’re writers and artists on the margins, too.  

 
 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
 
Ensure that you have submitted all the following components:  
 
☐ Up to 3 pages of written project proposal 
☐ Up to 10 pages of past writing samples 
 
 

Please send all applications to CueLitGrants@gmail.com, or drop them off 
in hardcopy at one of CUE’s program sites. (Talk to Benjamin Hackman, 
CUE’s Literary Arts Coordinator, about where these will be.)  
 
 

The deadline for this cycle is November 15, 2013. 
 

 Late applications will not be accepted. 
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FAQ 
 
How does CUE define “artists living and working on the margins”? 
 
We know that many great artists and revolutionaries throughout history have often 
experienced marginalization, and CUE has created a granting program to ensure that 
our culture is not missing out on the cutting-edge artwork that is being created 
underground.  
 
While there is no one definition of “the margins,” in the past, CUE grantees have been 
artists and writers who experience barriers due to the systemic effects of poverty, 
homelessness/unstable housing, mental health or addictions, lack of employment, 
varying literacy levels, and stigmatizations and exclusions associated with racialization, 
homophobia, and other unconventional lifestyles and worldviews. This list is not 
exhaustive, and there are many other ways young artists experience marginalization. If 
you are unsure about this, contact Benjamin Hackman, Literary Arts Coordinator, at 
CueLitGrants@gmail.com. He can speak with you to help you decide if you and CUE are 
a good match for each other.     
 
Am I eligible for a CUE Writer’s Bursary? 
 
Ask yourself the following: 
 
Am I under the age of 29?  
 
Do I self-identify as marginalized?  
 
Have I not yet received grants from the Toronto Arts Council, the Ontario Arts Council, 
or the Canada Council for the Arts? 
 
Have I not yet published in book form?  
 
If the answer to all of these questions is yes, then you, my fine feathered friend, are 
eligible for a CUE Writer’s Bursary. Apply today! 
 
If I am eligible for a CUE Writer’s Bursary, does this mean I will definitely receive one? 
 
No. CUE Writer’s Bursaries are awarded on the basis of the quality of an applicant’s 
support material, and the viability of the proposed project. They are not awarded simply 
by meeting the eligibility standards. 
   
Is my project eligible for a CUE Writer’s Bursary? 
 
It is best that you speak with the Literary Arts Coordinator before submitting a project 
so that you can find out beforehand if CUE is a good match for you and your project. 
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That being said, if you are eligible for a CUE Writer’s Bursary, your project probably is 
too.  
 
What is the minimum amount I can write in my project proposal? 
 
There is no minimum amount you can write in your project proposal, provided you have 
answered every question. Most applicants find 2-3 pages an adequate amount of space 
to express their project. Do not exceed 3 pages.  
 
What should I include in my support material? 
 
Support material should be ten pages of your best, most recent literary writing. It is 
preferable that you send a sample or excerpt from the project for which you are 
requesting funding. It is preferable, too, that you submit writing in the same genre as 
the project for which you are requesting funding. If you are applying to write a book of 
short fiction, for example, it’s not wise to send us ten pages of poetry. That being said, 
we will foster your desire to experiment in a less familiar genre if we feel you show 
promise as a writer.  
   
Can I submit my application for a CUE Writer’s Bursary after the deadline? 
 
No way, dude.  
 
If I receive a CUE Writer’s Bursary, will I have to pay the money back?  
 
No. This money is to assist you in the completion of your work and the advancement of 
your career.   
 
If I receive a CUE Writer’s Bursary, what will be expected of me in exchange? 
 
We expect you to finish the project outlined in your proposal, attend necessary 
meetings, be accountable to your Literary Mentor and Literary Arts Coordinator, return 
emails and phone calls in a timely manner, submit a final report in writing, and 
acknowledge the financial support of CUE when you publish or promote CUE-funded 
work. From time to time, there may also be opportunities to participate in CUE-hosted 
literary events; please inform the Literary Arts Coordinator if you are not willing to 
present your work in front of a live audience. You will not be penalized for this decision.    
 
How often can I apply for a CUE Writer’s Bursary? 
 
It is our policy not to award more than 2 CUE Grants to an individual, regardless of 
artistic discipline. It is our hope that after having received 2 CUE Grants, artists and 
writers will have acquired the skills and experience necessary to begin submitting 
applications for more lucrative arts grants. Your Literary Mentor will be happy to offer 
grant-writing support should you request it.   
     



Can I apply for a CUE Writer’s Bursary if I have already received one CUE Writer’s 
Bursary in a previous granting period? 
 
Yes, on the condition that you have submitted your final report.  
 
Am I eligible for a CUE Writer’s Bursary if I have received a grant from CUE for a 
different artistic discipline? 
 
Yes. Oh god yes!  
 
Can I submit an application to work on the same project for which I received funding 
last granting period? 
 
Yes. That’s a delightful idea. CUE’s Literary Arts department is made up of writers. We 
understand that writing takes time. We are very much interested in supporting the 
completion of longer projects through helping you set and complete incremental goals.  
 
Perhaps in your first proposal, you applied to map out a plot structure for a novel, and 
complete a meaningful draft of the first chapter. Providing you submitted your final 
report, you are eligible and encouraged to submit the same project again with the intent 
to complete, for instance, the next couple of chapters.  
 
Can I submit an application for the same project for which I was denied a CUE Writer’s 
Bursary in the last granting period? 
 
Yes. We love persistence. Be sure to meet with our Literary Arts Coordinator to help 
whip your proposal into shape. We are dedicated to your success.   
 
Where does the money for CUE Writer’s Bursaries come from? 
 
To give grants, we write grants. CUE is supported by family and community foundations, 
arts councils, and provincial and municipal arts and community funding programs. 
Currently CUE is supported by the Laidlaw Foundation, the Toronto Arts Council, SKETCH 
Working Arts, and the City of Toronto.   

 
For more info please visit www.cueartprojects.ca  
Or contact Benjamin Hackman, Literary Arts Coordinator: 
CueLitGrants@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

CUE is supported by: 
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