Guidelines
& application

What is
CUE?
CUE is a radical arts initiative dedicated to supporting
Toronto’s new generation underground artists. We
recognize that, throughout history, some of the most
significant artwork was, and still is, created by artists
living and working on the margins—who, by choice or
circumstance, do not participate in commercial culture, or
share mainstream world views. There are bright
lights shining from the cracks and corners.
There are many talented artists who face barriers when
applying for arts grants and creative opportunities. CUE
is attempting to bridge this gap. In addition to providing
financial support for art projects, the high-access CUE program
offers artists extensive consultation in developing and
writing project proposals, peer-support throughout the process,
opportunity for artistic mentorship, and public exhibition.
Founded in 2008 as an initiative of SKETCH Working Arts,
to date CUE has disseminated over $160,000 to support the
creation of more than 150 art projects in multiple disciplines.

Artists
working in
any artistic
medium are
eligible to
apply

We are looking
to support:
✔ Cutting-edge, boundary-pushing
		

art projects coming from

		

masterful, but underexposed

		

emerging artists;

✔ Projects that are clearly envisioned
		

and well planned;

✔ Projects that can be exhibited or
		

presented in some way.

Grants are for
artists who:
		 ✔ Are 29 years old or under

✔ Have a solid idea for an art project that can be

					fully completed in 3 months

Artists may ✔ Have demonstrated experience in their medium
not receive ✔ Have a successful track record in finishing
more than				projects, following-through on long-term visions
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✔ Can attend meetings, provide feedback, and
				participate in program evaluation
✔ Are willing to be interviewed, have their work
				documented and profiled on our website

cue grants			(this includes being interviewed on video)
✔ Have connected with a CUE Facilitator
✔ Identify as a new generation artist living and
			working on the margins
Groups of artists who are working collaboratively may apply,
however, one artist must be responsible for leading the project,
representing the project, receiving cheques, etc.
Artists who have been previously supported by CUE and have not
submitted documentation, verbal or written reports, or have not
been in contact with CUE coordinators or facilitators are not eligible
to apply.

Written Application Process
1. Talk to your CUE facilitator about your project idea,
ask for whatever help you need.
2. Answer all questions on the application (not to
exceed 5 pages).
3. Fill out project schedule and budget forms.
4. Submit 3-5 examples of your strongest artwork samples.
5. Submit all material online to cuegrant@gmail.com
(in one email please) or ask your CUE facilitator where
to drop off hard copies.

verbal Application Process
We encourage all artists to work with their CUE Facilitator to
complete a written application. This is very good practice—
these are skills you will need to apply for funding in the future.
The more grants you write, the easier it becomes. However, if
you are only comfortable presenting your application verbally
(in a videotaped interview), please contact your CUE Facilitator.
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Artists who choose the verbal application option are
still required to fill out a budget and project schedule.
Your CUE facilitator can help you with this.

What are the
decisions based on?
✔ Artistic merit (vision in proposal,
support material)
✔ Viability (reasonable timelines and budget,

a peer
clear process, past artistic experience)
jury of
artists
If your project is chosen:
& arts
professionals ✔ Attend all required group meetings
✔ Document your process and provide progress
will 		updates upon request
evaluate
✔ Complete your project by the deadline
✔ Keep all receipts, and submit budget updates
your
✔ Participate in video documentation, and have
grant
your work featured on CUE’s online gallery
proposals ✔ Submit a short report at the end of your project

✔ Sign a contract agreeing to these, and other terms
IF YOUR PROJECT IS NOT CHOSEN THIS CYCLE…
Don't fret. If you don’t get a grant it’s often not as much
about your talent as an artist, but more about how you
communicate your vision to the funder. Talk with your
facilitator about how you can improve your proposal,
revise, and submit again in the next cycle.

Use of grant funds (but not limited to):
✔ Purchasing artistic supplies and materials
✔ Renting equipment
✔ Framing or other quality finishing
✔ Paying yourself and others’ artist fees
		

(artist fees not to exceed 20% of total budget)

We are looking for artists who can produce high-quality work
efficiently and resourcefully with low budgets. For
example, if you need $800 to produce just the titles for your
animation video, your project will not likely be funded.

GRANT MONEY MAY NOT BE USED FOR:
✖ Unapproved major capital costs
		 (i.e. purchasing computers)
✖ Retroactive funding (i.e. for artwork that has 			
			 already been created)
✖ Costs not related to the project (i.e. school
		 tuition, art supplies for other projects, heavy
		 marketing expenses)
✖ Anything not listed in your submitted budget
If you’re not sure if certain expenses are eligible, please
contact your CUE facilitator.

Application
Please email your application to

cuegrant@gmail.com or ask your CUE
Facilitator where you can drop off a hard copy.
Typed applications are preferred, but we will
accept hand written applications as long as they
are neat and legible. We also ask that you clearly
indicate what questions you are answering.
NOTE: Do not send original artwork. We cannot
guarantee that it will come back to you.

All applications must
include the following:
✔ PROJECT PROPOSAL (answers to questions)
✔ BUDGET (project costs)
✔ PROJECT SCHEDULE
✔ SUPPORT MATERIALS (3-5 examples
		

of your work)

If submitting support material electronically,
please use the following file formats:
✔ IMAGES - .jpg
✔ AUDIO - .mp3 or .wav
✔ VIDEO - .mov or quicktime

For verbal applications:
Artists who choose to do a verbal application will be asked
the same following questions. We strongly suggest you
prepare your answers in advance to best represent your project.
YOU MUST CONTACT YOUR CUE FACILITATOR AND BOOK A TIME
FOR YOUR VERBAL APPLICATION. WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MEET
WITH ANYONE WHO HAS NOT BOOKED TIME IN ADVANCE.
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All applications
must be received
by the deadline
date (your CUE
Facilitator will
tell you when this
is, or visit
www.cueartprojects.ca

for info).

project proposal
Your CUE Facilitator’s name:
Your full name:
Full legal name (if different from above):
Contact info (email, phone):
Project working title:
Amount of Funding Requested: ___________
Please answer simply, in your own words.
It doesn’t need to be complicated, just clear.

w

Point form answers are fine. Max 5 pages.
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1. Tell us about your project.
Please describe the concept,
content, and how you plan to
execute the idea
2. What do you need to
successfully complete your
project? (Provide list of
needed materials. This will
help you build your budget)
3. Please tell us about your
past artistic experience. (For
example: How long have you
been making art? Have
you completed any art
projects? Have you
ever exhibited your
work? How did you
learn your craft?
What/who are you
influenced by?)

4. Briefly discuss the support
material you submitted (For
example: what is the work
about? How was it made?
Titles, sizes, formats of
work?)
5. CUE artists are required
to document their process
throughout creating their
projects. How will you do
this? (For example: photos,
written journal, sketches,
video…)
6. How do you identify with
“living and working on the
margins”

How much can
I apply for?
Artists can apply for up to $1000 to
produce an art project. However, we
encourage you to be resourceful
with your budgeting. If you only need
$300 to make your project happen,
apply for that much.
Due to the volume of applications
received, grants awarded may be less
than requested.

* SAMPLE ONLY

* SAMPLE ONLY

CUE IS GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY:

Location/mailing

online

180 Shaw Street, Suite 201

www.cueartprojects.ca

Toronto, Ontario

cuegrant@gmail.com
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