
GuIdElInEs &
ApPlIcAtIoN



WhAt Is CuE?

We recognize that, throughout history, some of 

the most important artwork was, and still is, 

created by artists who practice outside of 

conventional frameworks— underrepresented artists 

who, by choice or circumstance, do not participate in capitalist 

culture nor share in its privileges. There are bright lights 

shining from the cracks and corners. 

Many talented artists face barriers when applying for arts 

funding and other creative opportunities. In response, CUE 

developed a high-access funding program offering not only 

financial support, but also consultation in writing project 

proposals, support throughout the production process, and 

opportunity for public exhibition. 

Founded in 2008, to date CUE has provided over $220,000 to 

support the creation of 220 projects in multiple disciplines.

For more information please visit www.cueartprojects.ca.

CuE iS a rAdIcAl aRtS iNiTiAtIvE dEdIcAtEd tO 
sUpPoRtInG nEw gEnErAtIoN aRtIsTs wHo lIvE 
aNd wOrK oN tHe mArGiNs.



GrAnTs ArE FoR
ArTiStS WhO:
Identify as new generation artists 
   (29 years old or under) living and working on the margins
Work in any artistic discipline
Have a solid idea for an art project that can be completed 

in 3 months, and can be exhibited or presented to the 
public in some way 
Demonstrate experience in their medium 
Have a track record of finishing projects and following 

through on goals
Have not received funding from the Toronto Arts Council, 

Ontario Arts Council, or Canada Council for the Arts, or 
other substantial arts funding
Connect with CUE before submitting an application

Groups of artists working collaboratively may apply, however, one 

artist must be responsible for acting as the project lead and being 

accountable for funds. 

 

Artists may not receive more than 2 CUE grants.

Artists who have been supported by CUE and have not submitted 

documentation, verbal or written reports, or have not been in 

contact with CUE are not eligible to apply. 



WrItTeN ApPlIcAtIoN
PrOcEsS:

1.  Talk to CUE about your project idea, ask for any help you   
need to complete the application. 

2. Answer all questions on the application (not to exceed 5 pages)
3. Complete Project Schedule and Budget
4. Attach 3-5 samples of your strongest artwork
5. Submit all materials to cuegrant@gmail.com in one email by or   

before the deadline

VeRbAl ApPlIcAtIoN PrOcEsS:
We encourage all artists to work with CUE to complete a 

written application. This is good practice and will help build 

important skills you can use in the future. However, if you are 

only comfortable presenting your application verbally (in a 

videotaped interview), please let us know and we can 

accommodate. 

NOTE: Artists who select the verbal application process are 

still required to complete a Project Schedule and Budget. CUE 

can help you with this. 



A PeEr JuRy Of ArTiStS AnD ArT
PrOfEsSiOnAlS WiLl EvAlUaTe AlL PrOpOsAlS

WhAt ArE DeCiSiOnS BaSeD On?
Artistic merit for the project, support material)

Viability (reasonable timelines and budget, clear    
 process, past artistic experience)



If YoUr PrOjEcT Is SuPpOrTeD:
Grant recipients will be expected to:

Stay in contact with CUE throughout the production process
Document their progress
Be interviewed on video
Keep all expense receipts and submit budget 
    updates if requested
Complete the project by the deadline
Submit final documentation to CUE and allow CUE to feature 

your work on its website
Submit a short report at the end of the project
Sign a contract agreeing to these and other terms

Don't fret. If you don't get a grant 

it's often not about your talent, but 

more how you communicated your 

idea to the funder or structured the 

project. Talk with CUE about how 

you can improve your proposal, 

revise, and submit again in the 

next cycle. 

If YoUr PrOjEcT Is NoT SeLeCtEd FoR FuNdInG:



UsE Of GrAnT FuNdS:

Purchasing artistic supplies and materials
Renting equipment 
Basic quality finishing (i.e. framing) 
Paying yourself artist fees (artist fees      

 not to exceed 20% of total budget) 

We are looking for artists who 
can produce high-quality work in a 
resourceful way. For example, if you need $500 just to 
produce the title sequence for your video, your project 
will likely not be funded. 

GrAnT MoNeY MaY NoT Be UsEd FoR:

 Unapproved capital costs (i.e. a computer)
 Retroactive funding (work that has already been     

 created) 
 Costs not directly related to the project (i.e. school   

  tuition)
 Anything not listed in your budget 

Please discuss your project idea and your budget with 
CUE to ensure all expenses are eligible. 



 

 

 

application
Please email your written proposal, budget, project schedule, 
and support material in one email to cuegrant@gmail.com 
by the deadline. 

NOTE: Do not send original hardcopy artwork. We cannot 
guarantee its safety and return. 

AlL ApPlIcAtIoNs 
    MuSt InClUdE :

PROJECT PROPOSAL
answers to questions

BUDGET 
project costs

PROJECT SCHEDULE

SUPPORT MATERIALS
3-5 examples of your work



When submitting support material, please use the 
following file formats:

     IMAGES - .jpg or .png
     AUDIO - .mp3 or .wav
     VIDEO - .mov or quicktime

FoR vErBaL aPpLiCaTiOnS:
If you choose to submit a verbal application, you 
must contact CUE and book a time for your verbal 
application at least two weeks before the 
deadline. We will not be able to meet with anyone 
who has not booked a time in advance. 

Artists submitting verbal applications will be 
asked the same following questions. We strongly 
suggest you plan out your answers in advance as 
to best represent your project.

AlL aPpLiCaTiOnS mUsT bE rEcEiVeD bY tHe dEaDlInE*



PROJECT PROPOSAL
Your CUE Facilitator’s name:
Your name:
Your full legal name (if different from above): 
Contact info (email, phone):
Project working title:
Amount of funding requested: 

Please answer the following questions simply, and in your own words. It doesn't 
need to be fancy, just clear. Point form answers are okay. Maximum 5 pages. 

1.Tell us about your project. Please 
describe the concept, content, and how 
you plan to execute the idea. 

2. What do you need to complete your 
project? List in point form. This will 
help you build your budget.

3. We ask CUE artists to document their 
processes. How will you do this? For 
example, photos, written journal, 
sketches, video...

4. Tell us about your past artistic 
experience. For example: How long 
have you been making art? Have you 
completed any art projects? Have you 
ever exhibited your work? How did you 
learn your craft? What/who are you 
influenced by? 

5. Briefly discuss the support material 
you submitted. For example: What is 
the work about? When was it made? 
How was it made? Titles, sizes, 
formats?

6. How do you identify with "living and 
working on the margins"? 

*



 PrOjEcT ScHeDuLe
 

* SAMPLE ONLY



 BuDgEt * SAMPLE ONLY



CUE IS GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY:

LoCaTiOn/mAiLiNg
180 Shaw Street, Suite 201

Toronto, Ontario

M6J 2W5

www.cueartprojects.ca

cuegrant@gmail.com




